Erstwhile enclave dwellers brought from Bangladesh are still under peril. Administration playing as deaf and dumb. Peaceful agitation. Police attack. Please act.
	Kirity Roy <kirityroy@gmail.com>
	21 June 2017 at 16:06

	To: "Justice Shri H. L. Dattu" <chairnhrc@nic.in>, nhrc.india@nic.in
Cc: "ADM Cooch Behar (Dev)" <admdevcbr@gmail.com>, BDO Mekhliganj <bdomekhliganj2016@gmail.com>, Chief Minister West Bengal <cm@wb.gov.in>, Chief Secretary Gov of WB <chiefsec@wb.gov.in>, CMOH Cooch Behar <cmoh_cbr@wbhealth.gov.in>, "DG & IGP, West Bengal Police." <dgpwestbengal@gmail.com>, DL & LRO Cooch Behar <dllro.cob@gmail.com>, DM Cooch Behar <dmcoochbehar@gmail.com>, MHA JS Human Rights <jshr-mha@nic.in>, SDO Mekhliganj <sdomkg@gmail.com>, "Secretary, Women and Social Welfare WB" <secwcdsw@wb.gov.in>, SP Cooch Behar <spcbr@policewb.gov.in>, UN SR Housing <srhousing@ohchr.org>, UN SR on right to Food <srfood@ohchr.org>, UN SR On Torture <sr-torture@ohchr.org>, UN SR Poverty <srextremepoverty@ohchr.org>, "UN SR VAW Ms. Rashida Manjoo" <vaw@ohchr.org>, OHCHR <urgent-action@ohchr.org>



 
[bookmark: m_-6170014196533145838_m_-40748329744263]To											21 June 2017
The Chairman,
National Human Rights Commission,
Manav Adhikar Bhawan,
Block-C, GPO Complex, INA,
New Delhi- 110023                            
 
Respected Sir,

Here I want to draw your kind attention on constant marginalization and deprivation of Indian enclave dwellers. After the execution of Land Boundary Agreement; the aggrieved section of erstwhile Indian enclave dwellers opted for Indian citizenship and come to India. Indian Government brought them on November 2015. From then they are being located at 3 rehabilitation camps situated at Dinhata, Mekhliganj and Haldibari Sub- Divisions of Cooch Behar district. These helpless people left their movable and immovable properties and came to India. During their stay they are facing numerous problems and forced to live a sub human living. The major problem was about the availability of food grains and its quality, earlier they were not receiving adequate amount of food grains but after protest; Government has regularize dry ration for them but the amount of the ration is not adequate. More over in dry ration they are only getting Rice, Pulses, Kerosene Oil, Milk Powder, Mustard Oil and Iodized salt. It is very clear that these ingredients are not enough to prepare their meals in absence of vegetables, spices and fish. They are also facing a severe shortage of drinking water too.

In spite of all odds they are staying at the camp. In the month of October 2016 Sub Divisional Officer and Block Development Officer of Mekhliganj came to the camp and informed the dwellers that the Government has identified a piece of land for their permanent relocation and rehabilitation. The residents of the camp were euphoric as they were dreaming for a permanent solution of relocation and rehabilitation from very beginning but their entire dream shattered when they found the earmarked land is actually an alluvial land mass emerged from river Dharala. The land is situated 5 kilometers away from the approaching road. There is no school, Shops, Hospitals, Market at 5 kilometers vicinity of the said land.

Due to these mentioned problems the residents of the said camp refuses to accept the land as their permanent resident. On 27.12.2016 they submitted one memorandum to the District Magistrate of Cooch Behar but without any redress. On 15.05.2017 they sent one letter to the Sub Divisional Officer, Mekhliganj requesting his/ her appointment on 17.05.2017 to discuss the matter but the SDO did not oblige the camp dwellers. They submitted a memorandum before the SDO; Mekhliganj and also lodged a complaint to the Officer in Charge of Mekhliganj police station narrating the misbehavior meted on them by the SDO; Mekhliganj.

On 6th June 2017, the residents of Mekhliganj rehabilitation camp found that the administration started construction of building at the spot identified by the administration for their relocation. The residents tried to argue and rationalize that the spot is not adequate for human inhabitation and discussed it to the Block Development Officer and Sub Divisional Officer of Mekhliganj but they did not pay any heed.

From 14.06.2017 the residents started hunger strike before the office of the Sub Divisonal Officer Mekhliganj. They took the decision after they found that the administration shut all the doors for mutual settlement of the issue. Though they continued their fast consecutive days till 17th June 2017, before the office of the Sub Divisional Officer- Mekhliganj but the refused to meet the aggrieved for once till 16th June 2017. The aggrieved dwellers from Mekhliganj Camp started slogan shouting at the office of the SDO. During the fast, one resident; Mr. Bipul Barman and other two persons were fallen sick and admitted to Mekhliganj Sub Divisional Hospital. The SDO- Mekhligunj refused to meet the agitators and not even ready to receive the memorandum / delegation from the peaceful agitators; then at 3.00 PM on 16th June 2017, the agitators tried to enter the SDO office premises and the posted police personnel forcibly restricted them to enter; the posted police personnel shoved the agitators on ground including the women and children. Due to that commotion nearly 15 persons received body injuries. The administration not even arranged transportation of the injured to medical facilities; on the other hand, local residents ferried the injured to the Mekhligunj Sub Divisional Hospital trough private ambulance. It was also reported that the officials and posted police personnel restricted the women agitators from using the toilet facility at the SDO office during the hunger strike. During one point of time, the women agitators were trapped in between the SDO office premises and the platform for hunger strike for an hour, as police driven all male agitators from the premises. The police personnel restricted the male family members to meet the womenfolk of their family. Ms. Kanika Barman, Ms. Kanchan Barman, Ms. Madhabi Barman, Ms. Moni Barman, Ms. Maloti Barman and Ms. Sabita Barman; all residents of Mekhligunj camp were sick due to that commotion and unattended by the administration, later, after an hour women police personnel reached and let the women agitators to came out from the premises. On 17th June 2017, political parties called for a BANDH (shut down) at Mekhligunj and an Additional District Magistrate from Coochbehar came to the spot. She assured the agitators that their demands will be looked with sympathy and concern and the agitators called their hunger strike off. We have video graphed the incidents. Please click the link - https://youtu.be/fIWtR2O0ebk   

For last couple of months, local media also covered the news of resentment of erstwhile enclave dwellers settled in Mekhliganj camp. Here are few links –
http://uttarbangasambad.com/chitmahal-protests/
http://www.bartamanpatrika.com/detailNews.php?cID=16&nID=60642
http://jamaat-e-islami.org/previous/details.php?artid=MjcxMjM=
https://www.kolkata24x7.com/chitmahal-police-lathi-charge.html
 
Hence I seek your urgent intervention in the present complaint with the following demands:-
 
·         The administration must be directed to settle the impasse through discussion with the residents of the rehabilitation camp
·         Article 21 of Indian Constitution and Articles 1, 2 (1) (2) of ICCPR AND Articles 2 (2), 11 of ICESCR to be followed in letter and spirit 
·         The physical integrity and well being of the agitating residents must be ensured
·         The concerned authorities must be directed to initiate the developmental activities for Mekhliganj rehabilitation camp in peaceful dialogues with the dwellers of Mekhligunj camp
·         The opinion of residents for their place of relocation must be acknowledged and alternative should be derived
 
 
Thanking you,
Yours Sincerely 
[bookmark: m_-6170014196533145838_m_-59883361678518]
(Kirity Roy)
Secretary- MASUM
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