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The Chairman

National Human Rights Commission
ManavAdhikarBhawan

Block-C, GPO Complex, INA

New Delhi-110023

Respected Sir,

Through this complaint, | seek to draw your attention to the plight of the villagers of 141, Kamat
Changrabandha under Panishala Panchayat, Mekhliganj Block and Police Station of Cooch
Behar district. The village has a population of 2000 people. The village is located near the Indo-
Bangladesh border and has 500 bighas of cultivable land on the other side of the border fence.
The fence is situated 250 meters away from the International Border Pillar. Most of the villagers
have their agricultural lands on the other side of the border fence. Out of the village population,
14 families, i.e. 90 people are gravely affected by the restrictions placed by the Border Security
Force (BSF) of 148 Battalion, E Company under Panishala BOP. The 90 people that live on the
other side of border fence are all Muslims.

The 14 families are forced to use Gate number-31 to cross the border fence for all their
essential needs. The lands on the other side do not have irrigation facilities, drinking water,
electricity, proper roads. The residents have installed a tube well using their own savings to
meet their needs for drinking water. The people use the mentioned gate to cross the border
fence which opens three times a day—from 7-9am, 12-1pm and 4-5pm. Till 2018, the gate was
opened by the BSF personnel whenever the villagers needed to go to the other side of the
fence. But now, since the personnel of Panishala BOP have been posted in the village,
restrictions have become extremely stringent. Eight months ago, Company Commandant
Gautam Kumar was appointed at the Panishala BOP. Since then, the BSF personnel have
become increasingly apathetic to the villagers’ needs.

The villagers allege that on most days, the personnel do not even open the gate during the
designated hours. The personnel say that the gate would be opened if the villagers offer free
labour to the BSF personnel for conducting their menial chores. Further, they have forcibly
taken 5-10 bamboos from each of the 14 families for their personal use, without paying for them.
On occasions such as weddings or funerals, the BSF personnel do not allow people from
outside the border fence or other villages to visit the families. As a result, the residents cannot
even arrange marriages for their children with people from other villages. The villagers feel that
they are living as prisoners in their own houses. They also feel the treatment meted out to them
by the BSF personnel is due to discrimination based on their religion.

Apart from the problems faced by the 14 families that live on the other side of the border fence,
the other residents of the village also face several difficulties. The main occupation of the
villagers is agriculture. Yet, the villagers are not allowed to carry adequate fertilizers inside the



gate, nor are they allowed to use cattle for cultivation of crops. Tractors and other agricultural
equipment are not allowed inside either. The BSF personnel do not allow the villagers to use
vehicles to carry their produce outside to the markets. The villagers cultivate tea and it is not
possible to carry mass produce without the help of a vehicle. As a result, they incur heavy
losses on their produce.

On 8 September 2020, the 14 families submitted a mass petition to the Sub-Divisional Officer of
Mekhliganj to address their problems. But no measures have been taken till date. Some of the
people gravely affected by these issues are:

1. Mahasin Ali, Age- 75
Tachimuddin, Age -65
Kajimuddin, Age -65
Abul Hussain, Age- 60
Abul Kalam, Age -50
Ashraful Alam, Age -47
Alam Badshah, Age -35
Abu Talep Mian, Age- 35
Mafizul Haque, Age 45

CoNSIORrWN

Through these actions, the BSF personnel and local administration are violating Article 21 of the
Constitution of India that guarantees Right to life, which is not possible without proper means for
livelihood. They are also violating Article 19 of the Constitution of India which recognizes the
freedom of movement as a fundamental right for every citizen and Article 14 which promises the
right to equality for every citizen irrespective of their sex, caste or religion. India is also party to
the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights which requires State parties
to guarantee rights such as an adequate standard of living, maximum attainable standard of
health and the right to be free from hunger. The actions of the BSF therefore, are also in
contention with the spirit of international human rights law.

Under these circumstances, | request your urgent intervention by taking the following actions:

e The BSF should be placed at the IBP and not inside villages.

e The border fence should be constructed 150 yards away from the IBP, in accordance
with International legal standards.

e The BSF should be directed to lift these arbitrary restrictions with immediate effect.

o There should be directions to the District Magistrate of Cooch Behar and the SDO of
Mekhliganj to make basic amenities and infrastructure such as drinking water, roads,
and electricity accessible for the villagers.

Thank you.

Yours Sincerely
Dipyaman Adhikary
Assistant Secretary

MASUM



Attached Documents

Complaint before Sub Divisional Officer , Mekhliganj by the affected villagers
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