Banglar 40A, Barabagan Lane, Serempore,

@ Wi _Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (masum) Hooghly - 712 203 West Bengal, India

Phone : +91-33-2622-0843/45
Tele Fax : +91-33-2622-0843
E-mail : masumindia@gmail.com
Web : www.masum.org.in

08.08.2020

The Chairperson

National Human Rights Commission
ManavAdhikarBhawan

Block-C, GPO complex, INA

New Delhi-110023

Respected Sir

Through this complaint | want to state the condition of a poor, marginalized and landless 80-year old widow
from minority Muslim community (Other Backward Class) residing in Gobra village under Swarupnagar
police station area of North 24 Parganas district in West Bengal, who is devoid of her widow pension for the
last three years.

Ms. Rahila Gazi, wife of late Echilam Gazi has been receiving widow pension since 2010 but her pension
has been stopped since June 2017. Despite repeated appeals to the Block Development Officer of
Swarupnagar block, her pension was not revived. Under the circumstances Ms. Gazi is living in acute
penury and extreme economic crisis.

Ms. Rahila Gazi has been widow for the last 40 years. She lives in a small bamboo shack and is suffering
from chronic iliness due to old age. Since 2010, she has been granted widow pension of rupees 400 per
month, which was her only income. But since June 2017 she has to make her living from the money her
neighbors provide her as an act of help as the pension has been stopped. She is also deprived of
government ration. After walking for 1.5 kilometers to the ration shop in poor health condition, the ration
shop owner Mr. Eyaha Khan (Registration no. 23370223017) denied her ration on 28.07.20. She lodged a
complaint to the Block Development Officer of Swarupnagar block on 8.10.2017 and asked to revive the
pension but no action from the BDO, Swarupnagar was taken yet. When her neighbors enquired in the BDO
office they were informed that her name was registered as Rahila Gazi in the BPL card (vide no. WB-15-
019-005-003/40558) whereas, Rahila Bibi in her voter ID card (vide no. 0253773) and hence the pension
was stopped. Since then Ms. Rahila Gazi lodged written and verbal complaints to the BDO, Swarupnagar
many times but with similar results. She even did an affidavit before the Notary Public at Basirhat, North 24
Parganas of both the names being of the same person and submitted it in the BDO’s office but still the
pension was not revived.

The present situation is a clear violation of Article 14 and Article 21 of the Constitution of India as well as
Articles 9 and 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) in which
the Indian state committed to adhere with. | therefore, urge your urgent intervention into the matter by
directing the concerned authorities to provide widow pension and regular government ration to Ms.
RahilaGazi as soon as possible.

Thanking you,

Yours truly
f;nipw“w W\

DipyamanAdhikary
Assistant Secretary
MASUM



Attached Documents

Complaint to Block Development Officer of Swarupnagar Block
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Voter card of victim




Affidavit filed by victim

AT WEST BENGAREFGREHENTTLG, 7148 539549

A 'n i
i - Refore the Notary Public at Basirhat, 24 Parganas (N]
ST AT

"‘ | RABILA GAJL, aged ubowi- 78 ysars, WiO- 1T, ECHILAM AT, residing bt VilL- Gobim,
O Giobindapur, P.S- Swaupnagar, Dist- North 24 Parganes, by fuithe bualini by o

Totese hiold wetks, do hereby solemnly affinm and decinre 3 follows:-

) That, T am nn Indian Citzen by Birth sod jigve teen living 4 the ghave noted addeess

8

penmanily.
el Theit. my acrnal nume (5 RAHILA GAJT, which wis recorded fn my BPL Lisl. .
Thal i1y NaAME Was revarded 13 RAHILA BIBL in my Woter LD, Card Vide Ne- LLG

)
0253773,
4) Thae, RAAILA GAJL & RAHILA BIRI is the sume end identieaily o per=ot,
JAll the sbove etataments are true to the hest of my Jnowledge nnd belied, |
|
' {
| iSolernly affirm & declare before . & :
me by the deporient wha 18 Suly N Signuture of the :
(Identified by ﬁ_é{,é’mf,zmdv. _ r\(— % LI{-.‘P-\ Ty e -
3 O this day. . “‘nlf'f__} &ﬁ;&fﬂ" Batd
. - (’ / Advoecate, Basithnt court.
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