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08.05.2020

To

The Chairman

National Human Rights Commission
Manav Adhikar Bhawan

Block-C, GPO Complex, INA

New Delhi- 110023

Respected Sir,

| want to attract your kind attention upon continued violation of human rights of marginalized
section by a set of administrative officers. The affected are erstwhile Bangladeshi enclave
dwellers. In my present complaint | want to describe the actual situation at one Bangladeshi
erstwhile enclave; 14 number Dhabalsuti. This is one of the erstwhile Bangladeshi enclaves out
of total 51. This particular Bangladeshi erstwhile enclave is situated under Sub Division-
Mekhliganj, Police Station- Kuchlibari, Panchayat- Bagdogra Fulkadabri, District- Cooch Behar,
West Bengal.

“Amra Chitmoholbasi” (We, the enclave dwellers), a conglomeration of enclave residents, is
monitoring the issues of erstwhile enclaves. According to the mentioned committee of erstwhile
enclave dwellers, total population of the enclave is 122 and all belongs to Hindu by religion. Out
of the total population of 122, male 64 and 58 are female. From a number of social security
schemes only household electricity connection and drinking water facility is at par of the
requirement. No school is situated there. People have to cross minimum 3 kilometers to reach
for ration shop.

Amount of total agricultural land in this enclave is 60 bigha. For irrigation purposes 2 solar
shallow machines were provided from the government but from very beginning 1 solar shallow
machine was not working. Rest only one solar shallow machine only caters irrigation of 60 bigha
of land.

Enclave dwellers in the abovementioned enclave told to our District Human Rights Monitor that
when the land survey was done in their enclave the concerned officers did not do their duty in
proper way. It is alleged that those officers made intentional mistakes to prepare draft of the



record of rights of the poor enclave dwellers’ land and by taking bribe from others they made the
same amount of land to others name. When new records of rights were distributed to them from
the concerned department, then it was revealed that there are many errors. The amount of land
had been decreased in the new draft of record of rights for the enclave dwellers of 14 no.
Dhabalsuti enclave. In the new record of rights it is shown that Mr. Dinesh Roy occupies 2.04
acre land, where 6 bigha amount of land was already excluded and for Biswanath Roy in the
new land documents it is shown that he occupies 1.31 acre land by excluding 10 bigha of land.
The dwellers filled up and submitted the form number 9 for correction of errors in the record of
rights of their land, but till date nothing has to be done.

Those enclave dwellers used to run their family by cultivating their agricultural land and it is their
one and only occupation. They are very poor and in critical situation they mortgaged their plot of
land for some amount of money or sometimes they took financial loan by depositing the
documents of their land. But as there are many errors in the new record of rights of their land,
they are being deprived to mortgage, lease or took financial loan by depositing their land
documents. It is very shameful that after five years of executing the Land Boundary Agreement,
the government failed to provide these enclave dwellers their original land title documents
without making any error.

On 20.01.2020 the enclave dwellers of 14 no. Dhabalsuti enclave jointly submitted one
application to the District Land & Land Revenue Officer, Cooch Behar mentioning their above
stated problems, but they took no action in this regard. The dwellers of 14 no. Dhabalsuti
enclave still in dark about the distribution of original land titles to the actual holders as no
governmental announcement has been made.

This neglect and apathy is an infringement of Articles 14, 15 and 21 of Indian Constitution
and Articles 9 and 11 of International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and
Goal Numbers 4, 6 and 8 of Sustainable Development Goal set by United Nations, Indian
government is party to both the international instruments.

| am sure that you will understand that this part of non-action from government agencies directly
violates the goals no. 3 and 6 of Sustainable Development Goal fixed at United Nations. So
regarding this, | am requesting you to please instruct the concerned authorities to facilitate all
governmental schemes to the enclave dwellers of 14 number Dhabalsuti enclave and provide
them their original land title documents without any error at your earliest and disciplinary action
should be taken against careless attitude of the concerned government departments.

Hence | request for your urgent intervention in this matter with the following demand:-

¢ The Land Right issues of the enclave dwellers must be settled without any delay.

o Immediately issue new record of rights of their land by making correction properly.

o The officers responsible for making erroneous draft of record of rights of the land must
be punished.

¢ Institutional Deliverances regarding rural employment under MGNREGA, old age and
widow pension, educational and medical deliverances, and irrigation facilities must be
ensured for all erstwhile enclave dwellers including this small erstwhile enclave.



e Priority should be given to erstwhile enclave dwellers in localized job opportunities.
o The errant officials responsible for neglect and without any action must be identified and
adequately punished.

Thanking you,
Yours truly
Dipyaman Adhikary
Assistant Secretary

Banglar Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (MASUM)

oy



Attached Documents

First draft of land documents of affected erstwhile enclave dwellers
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