Banglar 40A, Barabagan Lane, Serempore,
@ “‘ﬂ Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (masum) Hooghly - 712 203 West Bengal, India

Phone : +91-33-2622-0843/45
Tele Fax : +91-33-2622-0843
E-mail : masumindia@gmail.com
Web : www.masum.org.in

16.04.2020

The Chairman,

National Human Rights Commission,
Manav Adhikar Bhawan,

Block-C, GPO Complex, INA,

New Delhi- 110023

Respected Sir,

| would like to draw your kind attention to another case of arbitrary action and restriction
imposed by the BSF on the poor marginalized villagers of Jhaudanga, Barnaberia and
Noradaha village. The Villagers live in great penury and the only source of income is
derived from their respective share of cultivable lands. The villagers already live their
lives in great difficulties with respect to their cultivation as the BSF authorities have their
own rules regarding the timing of the gates, obstruction of water etc. These problems
already affect the income of the farmers as their lands and crops are all controlled by
the irrational rules of BSF and on top of that, new fences will be constructed in these
abovementioned villages. The farmers and other authorities have come together and
devised a plan that might work best for all the villagers but the BSF and the Central
government have refused to work according to the plan devised and wishes to construct
fences arbitrarily that may incur massive losses for the villagers.

On 06.08.2018 a complaint was submitted before the District Magistrate, North 24
Parganas reminding the District Magistrate, North 24 Parganas of a request that was
made through the memo no. S/L/1030/DL/1/2/18/ADM/LR from the Villagers and
farmers of Jhaudanga, Noradaha and Barnaberia claiming the issues that may arise if
the fences are not constructed along the zero point. It was verbally informed to them
that their request through the complaint has been considered and accepted. Following
that a meeting was held with the BSF authority, Block Development Officer, Gaighata
and Jhaudanga Gram Panchayat members at Block Development Officer’'s chamber on
13.07.2018. It was again verbally informed that the fencing will be constructed along the
zero point and not elsewhere. Later, the NOC retrieved from Block Land & Land
Revenue Officer, Gaighata which had the details of the Dag no. of the land of farmers
showed a few discrepancy. It was found out that the land for new fencing will not be
constructed at the zero point rather the new fencing will be joining the old fencing
construction which is situated within the villages. A discussion regarding this issue was



carried on by Block Development Officer, Gaighata, Panchayat Pradhan, Jharudanga,
BSF Personnel, Bahufasali Krishijomi Rokkha Committee, Central Public Works
Department officials, Block Land and Land Revenue Officer and many others at the
Gaighata BDO Office on 3.08.2018 and 09.09.2019. On 24.01.2020 a complaint has
been filed before the District Magistrtae, North 24 Pargana; Sub Divisional Officer,
Bongaon; Block Development Officer, Gaighata and Gram Panchayat Pradhan,
Jharudanga, but no action has been taken on that front yet.

Due to this arbitrary attitude of Border Security Force and concerned Central
Government authority imposed upon the villagers of Jharudanga, Noradaha and
Barnaberia is not only challenging their life and livelihood but also violating the Article
21 and Article 19 of the Constitution of India which reads as “No person shall be
deprived of his life and liberty except according to procedure established by law” and
“All citizens shall have the rights to move freely throughout the territory of India”
respectively and Article 12 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights
and the goal number 16 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, which
Government of India has taken pledge to adhere with.

| request your urgent intervention in this case by fulfiling these demands of the
villagers:

e BSF personnel should be stationed at the zero point and not within the territory of
the villages.

e The BSF should keep the gates at the border fence open from 6 am to 6 pm.

e The new fencing should be constructed along the Ichamati river as agreed by all
the authorities in line with the farmers.

e The commission must initiate an investigation by its independent wing to look into
the authenticity of the plans devised and the difficulties that might be faced by the
villagers if the BSF authorities construct fences arbitrarily.

e The commission should take appropriate measure immediately since
innumerable cultivable lands will be at irreparable loss if the construction of the
fences within the villages begins.

e The various meetings reflect that the authorities had full knowledge about the
impediments that might be faced by the villagers so the commission should take
measures to stop them from constructing these fences and work as planned.

e The Commission must also look into the arbitrary implementation of the plan by
the central government and the BSF, disregarding the poor villagers and all the
decisions made regarding this.



Your Faithfully
Dipyaman Adhikary

Assistant Secretary

"

Banglar Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha (MASUM)

Victim details: Villagers of Jhaudanga and Barnoberia village, Jhaudanga Gram
Panchayat under Gaighata Block. Mouja- 73 Jhaudanga, 72 Noradah, 71 Barnaberia.

Details of perpetrators: 64 Batallion BSF Jhaudanga, now 158 Batallion BSF
Jhaudanga

Complaint sent on 23.01.2020 to-

e Sub Divisional Officer, Bongaon

e Block Development Officer, Gaighata

e Jhaudanga Panchayat Pradhan of Jhaudanga Gram Panchayat
e District Magistrate, North 24 Pargana

Discussion regarding the fencing issues faced by the villagers:
Date & Time: 03.08.2018 and 09.09.2019 at 11 am.
Location: Gaighata BDO’s Office Chamber.

Participation in the meeting — Block Development Officer, Gaighata; Panchayat
Pradhan, Jhaudanga Gram Panchayat; Border Security Force Personnel , Bahufasali
Krishijomi Rokkha Committee; Officials of the Central Public Works Department; Block
Land &Land Revenue Officer and many others were present there.

Details of the case:

In 1998, the authority Central Public Works Department had constructed fence in
Gaighata block which falls under Jhawdanga Gram Panchayat. This block has its border
with Bangladesh along the Ichamati river. Central Public Works Department had



constructed a fencing from a stretch of 1.5km from Jhawdanga crossing to Noradaha
crossing along the Ramnagar road which also did not acquire any agricultural land
hence determined the construction of the old fencing.

This case is regarding the construction of a new fencing which is supposed to be
constructed along the lines of Ichamati river which determines the zero point of the
international border. The villagers and the farmers of Jhaudanga, Noradoho and
Barnaberia fall within the whole border area and hence the fencing at the zero point
would save them from a lot of trouble. Currently BSF and CPWD are planning to
construct the border fences that go over Jhaudanga and Barnaberia till it connects to
the earlier constructed fences on two points along the Ramnagar road. If these fences
are built then about 300 farmers of Jhaudanga, Noradaha and Barnaberia will face
difficulties in cultivating their lands. Farmers have even informed about this problem in
Gaighata.

On 06.08.2018 a written complaint was submitted before the District Magistrate, North
24 Parganas where they requested him to take action as Central Public Works
Department will try to start fencing work upon the agricultural land of the farmers and
therefore, farmers of Jhaudanga, Noradaha and Barnaberia face problem. Previously
the villagers and farmers of Jharudanga, Noradaha and Barnaberia submitted a written
application being Memo number S/L/1030/DL/1/2/18/ADM/LR and after that a meeting
was conducted with the BSF authority and District Magistrate and it was verbally
informed to them that their request had been considered and accepted. Following that
another meeting was held with the BSF authority, Block Development Officer,
Panchayat Pradhan of Jhaudanga Gram Panchayat in the office chamber of Block
Development Officer, Gaighata on 13.07.2018. It was again verbally informed that the
fencing will be constructed along the zero point and not elsewhere. Later, the NOC
retrieved from Block Land & Land Revenue Officer, Gaighata which had the details of
the Dag number of the land showed a few discrepancies. On 03.08.2018 and
09.09.2019 a meeting was convened at the office chamber of the Block Development
Officer, Gaighata where all government authorities were present.

It was decided that either the fencing may be made through riverside subject to meeting
with the authority of Bangladesh and India, or 150 yards from the middle point in
between India and Bangladesh Border pillar. This shall not create any hurdles for the
farmers in order to cultivate their lands. This was finalized and was informed to all the
farmers and Central Public Works Department decided to work according to this
decision. Now, the BSF and the Central government decide that fencing will be
constructed along the lines that go over 71 Barnaberia Mouja, 72 Noradaha Mouza and
73 Jhawdanga Mouja road and will meet the old constructed fencing. Therefore, about
more than hundred acres of Mouja’s of Jhaudanga, Noradaha and Barnaberia will be
obstructed because of this new decision of Border Security Force authority and central



government. The farmers did not agree to this decision as the BSF will occupy lands
exceeding to their plan and vast land of crops will be destroyed because of this .The
farmers do not agree to this planning and the authorities have completely disregarded
their opinion whereas the parties at loss are these poor agrarian laborers completely
dependent on the lands and utilizing the lands for agriculture from where they earn their
sole income. On 23/1/2020 the farmers have protested on a signed letter and submitted
so that their plea is considered. An immediate step must be taken to stop this as it will
save the lives of these poor agrarian laborers.



Attached Documents

Complaint to the District Magistrate of North 24 Parganas by the villagers
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Minutes of the meeting with BSF personnel and other administrative officers
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