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The Chairman

National Human Rights Commission
ManavAdhikarBhawan

Block-C, GPO Complex, INA

New Delhi-110023

Respected Sir,

Through this complaint, I seek to draw your attention to the villagers of Gadopota, who have been
suffering due to restrictions on their livelihood by the Border Security Force (BSF) personnel and the lack
of basic amenities and welfare schemes. The village is situated under the Shitalkuchi Block, Shitalkuchi
Police Station and Bamon para Post Office in the District of Cooch Behar. The village has a population of
around 700 people out of which 420 are female and 280 are male. The village consists of about 40%
Hindu population and 60% Muslim population. The chief occupation in the village is farming and daily
wage labour with an average income of 3500 rupees per month. About 800 acres of cultivable land
remains beyond the fences.

In order to cultivate their lands they need to use the gates to cross to the other side of the fence which
Palkarhat BOP, 'G' Company, Batallion no. 47 BSF opens three times a day—from 7-8am, 12-1pm and
4-5pm for 25 minutes. If the farmers fail to arrive by the time, they are verbally abused and driven away
from the gate. There is no facility of irrigation for the farmers. They have to use their own pump from
their respective houses and has to fill it with oil in front of the BSF in the afternoon the BSF delay
opening the gates but close it at the assigned time, giving people very little time to work on the field, so a
lot of them travel to other cities for work. Crops more than 3 feet in height, such as corn and jute are not
allowed to be grown. If they bring their seed s and crops back home, that causes them more loss than
profit. There are no drinking water facilities for the farmers working under the scorching heat. There is no
shade or shelter in times of rain or any natural calamity. Their crops are all open to the calamities without
any protection which is a great source of insecurity. The lands on the other side of the fence have no way
to be protected from Bangladeshi people and are often destroyed by their cattles or stolen by their people,
which the Indian farmers fail to protect from this side of the fence. The villagers are not allowed to carry
adequate fertilizers inside and their fertilizers are often mixed with soil at the gate in disproportionate
quantities. Cows are not allowed to enter the farms and tractors and other agricultural equipment are not
allowed inside either. The senior citizens of the village who are incapable of using manual labour so they
need some source of income and support to carry on with their lives. A list of people with their signature
was submitted to the Panchayat in 18-21 October, 2019, no action has been taken yet on that matter.



Villagers have given written complaint and request for pension for senior citizens/widows, respectively:
1. Block development Officer

2. Gram Panchayat, Pradhan

Some people who have been restricted arbitrarily by the BSF are:

1. Nalini Mohan Roy, 74, Dagh no.- 317, Khatiyan no.- 110

2. Rabindra Barman, 62, Dagh no. 41, Khatian no. - 314

2) Minti Barman ,47, Dagh no. 2162, Khatian No. 271

3) Manik Chandra Roy,67, Dagh no.- 53, Khatian no. - 02

4) Prafulla Barman,60, Dagh no.- 42, Khatian no. - 314

Some people have been restricted on other fronts like crops, cattles, plants and irrigation:
1) Dharani Kanto Barman, 62, Family members: 6

2) Binoy Barman, 59, Family members: 3

3) Manki Chandra Roy, 66, Family members: 7

I request your urgent intervention in this case by fulfilling these demands of the villagers:

e Border Security Force personnel should be posted at zero point.

e The BSF should keep the gates open at the border fence from 6 am to 6 pm.

o There should be irrigation facilities and proper roads in the other side of the fence.

e The Border Area Development Program (BADP) funds should be utilized for the benefit of the
border villages

e There should be proper drinking water and electricity facilities at the other side of the fence.

e All Social security schemes should be made available at that area.

Thanking you.
Yours truly
Dipyaman Adhikary

Assistant Secretary
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