
10.02.2020

The Chairman
National Human Rights Commission
ManavAdhikarBhawan
Block-C, GPO Complex, INA
New Delhi-110023

Respected Sir, 

Through this complaint, I seek to draw your attention to the villagers of Mahishmuri-Shiyaldanga 
DherarparHat who have been suffering due to restrictions on their livelihood by the Border Security 
Forces (BSF) and the lack of basic amenities and welfare schemes. The village is situated under the 
Sitalkuchi Block, Sitalkuchi Police Station and Mahishmuri Post Office in the District of Cooch Behar. 
The village has a population of around 1200 people out of which 480 are female and 720 are male. 
Almost 40 percent of this population comprises of the Muslim community. The chief occupation in the 
village is farming and daily wage labour with an average income of 3500 rupees per month. The village is 
located near the Indo-Bangladesh border; approximately 250 acres of cultivable land is situated on the 
other side of the border fence. Out of the village population, 60 families are gravely affected by the 
restrictions placed by the BSF of E, Company, 47 Battalion under Kamal BOP. The distance from the 
International Border Pillar and the border fence is about 300 meters to 1 kilometer. 

These people use Gate no. 5 and 6 to cross to the other side of the fence which opens three times a day—
from 7-9am, 12-1pm and 4-5pm. The BSF delay opening the gates but close it at the assigned time, giving 
people very little time to work on the field. Crops more than 3 feet in height, such as corn and jute are not 
allowed to be grown. The villagers are not allowed to carry adequate fertilizers inside and their fertilizers 
are often mixed with soil at the gate in disproportionate quantities. Cows are not allowed to enter the 
farms and tractors and other agricultural equipment are not allowed inside either. The villagers have to get 
a permission letter from the Block Development officer (BDO) to get through the gates and this 
permission needs to be renewed after an interval of a few months. The BSF do not let them carry wood 
from the fields saying that permission from the Forest Department is required to cut trees in the area.The 
lands on the other side do not have shades to protect themselves from rain or any natural calamity that 
may befall them. Bangladeshi interlopers capture the lands of villagers and the BSF do not take any action 
even when the villagers seek their intervention. Pankaj Roy, Jayant Roy and Lalchand Roy are among a 
few people whose lands have been occupied by the Bangladeshi miscreants. Some people who have been 
arbitrarily restricted by the BSF are: 



Name Age Land Details
Total Land 
(Acres)

Mr. Subodh Barman 62 Dag No- 402, Khatiyan No- 1674 0.3
Mr. Haridas Barman 58 Dag No- 402, Khatiyan No- 1017 6
Sharat Chandra Barman 50 Dag No - 402, Khatiyan No - 495 4
Mr. Purna Chandra Barman 72 Dag No- 5934, Khatiyan No- 1032 2
Mr. Krishna Barman 40 Dag No - 4865, Khatiyan No- 811 3
Mr. Tarini Mohan Barman 65 Dag No -2022, Khatiyan No - 803 3

The BSF told our team that crops such as jute and corn allow smugglers to hide their operations. They 
also said that they cannot decide whether the villagers are taking cattle for agricultural purposes or 
smuggling and hence, they forbid them from using cattle altogether. On 18.10.2019 the villagers from 
said village lodged one  mass deputation to the Block Development Officer of Sitalkuchi Block. 

Adding to the residents’ troubles is the lack of basic amenities in the village. The roads are made of stones 
and there are no roads to travel to the other side of the barbed fence. There are no irrigation facilities or 
clean drinking water. The villagers have invested their own resources to dig up a tube well to meet their 
needs for drinking water. The nearest primary health centre is 4 kilometers away, Block health Centre is 
20 kilometers away, Secondary school is 4 kilometers away and the nearest college is 25 kilometers away. 
The villagers have to travel 3 kilometers to get to the nearest ration shop which is open only twice a week. 
The schemes for NREGA, widow pensions, unemployment pensions or old age pensions don’t work in 
the village even after repeated complaints to the Block Development Officerby the 
AmraSimantabasiCommittee. 

Some of the appellants for old age pension are: 

Name Name of gurdian Age
Mr. Ganesh Barman Late Mahin Barman 69
Mr. Dhirendranath Barman Late Kashinath Barman 64
Mr. Laltu Barman Late Mahin Barman 60
Mr. Mahesh Barman Late Sashikanta Barman 62
Mr. Surendranath Barman Late Kamalakanta Barman 60
Mr. Surin Barman Late Chalbala Barman 66
Mr. Amal Barman Late Jagabanda Barman 61

Ms. Tilesari Barman
Mr. Kalikanta Barman 
(Husband) 62

Mr. Kalikanta Barman Late Ananda Barman 69
Mr. Dhaneswar Barman Late Alikanta Barman 69
Mr. Pono Barman Late Meghchand Barman 60
Ms. Sunati Barman Late Jitendranath Barman 64
Mr. Bhaben Barman Late Katichand Barman 65
Mr.Sataru Barman Late Bhabendra Barman 60



Some of the appellants for widow pension are: 

Name Name of husband Age
Ms. Rajkumari Barman Late Kalichand Barman 40
Ms. Konobala Barman Late Sudhin Barman 59
Ms. Chandobala Dakua Late Bipin Dakua 69

I request your urgent intervention in this case by fulfilling these demands of the villagers: 

 The BSF personnel should be posted at the zero point.
 The BSF should keep the gates at the border fence open from 6 am to 6 pm. 
 The barbed fence should be reconstructed at the zero point instead of in the middle of the village
 There should be irrigation facilities and proper roads in the village 
 The Border Area Development Program (BADP) funds should be utilized for the benefit of the 

border villages
 The villagers should be provided with agricultural tools and cattle rearing support
 There should be opportunities for the employment of youth in government sector jobs. 

Thank you. 

Yours truly 

DipyamanAdhikary

Assistant Secretary

Banglar Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha

(MASUM)

Ms. Sundari Barman
Mr. Adyanath Barman 
(Husband) 69

Mr. Lalit Barman Late Indramohan Barman 69


















