
 
 

16.01.2020 

 

The Chairman 

National Human Rights Commission 

Manav Adhikar Bhawan 

Block-C, GPO Complex, INA 

New Delhi-110023 

Respected Sir,  

Through this complaint, I seek to draw your attention to the villagers of Mahishmuri-Debdebir Hat who 

have been suffering due to restrictions on their livelihood by the Border Security Forces (BSF) and the lack 

of basic amenities and welfare schemes. The village is situated under the Sitalkuchi Block, Sitalkuchi Police 

Station and Mahishmuri Post Office in the District of Cooch Behar. The village has a population of around 

2000 people out of which 800 are female and 1200 are male. Half of this population comprises of the 

Muslim community. The chief occupation in the village is farming and daily wage labour with an average 

income of 4000 rupees per month. The village is located near the Indo-Bangladesh border; out of 1500 

acres of land, a stretch of 1 kilometer has been eroded by the River Dharala, leaving 600 acres of cultivable 

land on the other side of the border fence. Out of the village population, 108 families are gravely affected 

by the restrictions placed by the BSF of E, Company, 47 Battalion under Gautam BOP. The distance from 

the International Border Pillar and the border fence is about 300-500 meters.  

These people use Gate no. 1, 2 and 3 to cross to the other side of the fence which opens three times a day—

from 7-8am, 12-1pm and 4-5pm. The BSF delay opening the gates but close it at the assigned time, giving 

people very little time to work on the field. Crops more than 3 feet in height, such as corn and jute are not 

allowed to be grown. The villagers are not allowed to carry adequate fertilizers inside and their fertilizers 

are often mixed with soil at the gate in disproportionate quantities. Cows are not allowed to enter the farms 

and tractors and other agricultural equipment are not allowed inside either. The villagers have to get a 

permission letter from the Block Development officer (BDO) to get through the gates and this permission 

needs to be renewed after an interval of a few months. The BSF do not let them carry wood from the fields 

saying that permission from the Forest Department is required to cut trees in the area.The lands on the other 

side do not have shades to protect themselves from rain or any natural calamity that may befall them. 

Bangladeshi interlopers capture the lands of villagers and the BSF do not take any action even when the 

villagers seek their intervention. Pankaj Roy, Jayant Roy and Lalchand Roy are among a few people whose 

lands have been occupied by the Bangladeshi miscreants. Some people who have been arbitrarily restricted 

by the BSF are:  

1. Chitish Chandra Roy, 66, Land Dagh no. 5022, Khatian no. 1061 

2. Sunita Burman, 54, Land Dagh no. 3367, Khatian no. 149 

3. Jamila Bibi, 64, Land Dagh no. 1202, Khatian no. 540 

4. Bijan Roy, 64, Land Dagh no. 1189, 1190, Khatian no. 116 

5. Jyotsana Pramanik, 58, Land Dagh no. 3314, Khatian no. 647 



The BSF told our team that crops such as jute and corn allow smugglers to hide their operations. They also 

said that they cannot decide whether the villagers are taking cattle for agricultural purposes or smuggling 

and hence, they forbid them from using cattle altogether.  

Adding to the residents’ troubles is the lack of basic amenities in the village. The roads are made of stones 

and there are no roads to travel to the other side of the barbed fence. There are no irrigation facilities or 

clean drinking water. The villagers have invested their own resources to dig up a tube well to meet their 

needs for drinking water. The nearest primary health centre is 7 kilometers away, Block health Centre is 20 

kilometers away, Secondary school is 4 kilometers away and the nearest college is 25 kilometers away. The 

villagers have to travel 3 kilometers to get to the nearest ration shop which is open only twice a week. The 

schemes for NREGA, widow pensions, unemployment pensions or old age pensions don’t work in the 

village even after repeated complaints to the BDO and Khalismari Gram Panchayat by the Amra 

Simantabasi Committee.  

Some of the appellants for widow pension are:  

1. Aarti Pramanik, 49, w/o Lt. Surin Pramanik; 4 family members 

2. Jyotsana Pramanik, 55, w/o Lt. Upeshwar Pramanik; 6 family members 

3. Gunabala Burman, 56, w/o Lt. Ramesh Pramanik; 7 family members 

4. Sumati Burman, 64, w/o Lt. Sajal Burman; 6 family members 

5. Jamila Bibi, 64, w/o Lt. Gaharuddin; 5 family members 

6. Chhitrobala Burman, 72, w/o Lt. Mahesh Burman; 4 family members 

7. Sarodini Burman, 52, w/o Lt. Kaneshwar Burman; 5 family members 

8. Fulbala Pramanik, 49, w/o Lt. Nagendra Burman; 5 family members 

9. Gita Debnath, 46, w/o Lt. Shashikant Debnath; 3 family members 

10. Madhubala Debnath, 69, w/o Lt. Rupkaul Debnath; 5 family members 

11. Ruma Debnath, 26, w/o Lt. Lalit Burman; 5 family members 

12. Khukibala Burman, 74, w/o Lt. Sataru Debnath; 3 family members 

13. Upobala Roy, 69, w/o Lt. Nagen Roy; 5 family members 

Some of the appellants for old age pension are:  

1. Upin Burman, 72 

2. Krishna Chandra Burman, 60  

3. Bijendra Roy, 68 

I request your urgent intervention in this case by fulfilling these demands of the villagers:  

 The BSF should keep the gates at the border fence open from 6 am to 6 pm.  

 The barbed fence should be reconstructed at the zero point instead of in the middle of the village 

 There should be irrigation facilities and proper roads in the village  

 The Border Area Development Program (BADP) funds should be utilized for the benefit of the 

border villages 

 The villagers should be provided with agricultural tools and cattle rearing support 

 There should be opportunities for the employment of youth in government sector jobs.  

Thank you.  

Yours truly  

Dipyaman Adhikary 



Assistant Secretary 

Banglar Manabadhikar Suraksha Mancha 

(MASUM) 

 

Attached Documents 

Application to Block Development Officer of Sitalkuchi Block 

 



 







 

 



 



 


